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The Procession Hymn (Not sung by congregation)   
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen.               

 The Collect for Purity (said in unison) 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing 
 

                                         Glory to God in the highest, 
                         and peace to his people on earth. 
                              Lord God, heavenly King, 
                                 almighty God and Father, 
                        we worship you, we give you thanks, 
                                we praise you for your glory. 
                     Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
                                 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
                        you take away the sin of the world: 
                                         have mercy on us; 
                        you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
                                        receive our prayer. 
                                 For you alone are the Holy One, 
                                     you alone are the Lord, 
                                you alone are the Most High, 
                               Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
                            in the glory of God the Father. Amen.         

The Collect of the Day  (standing) 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
 

(The people are seated as readings from the Old Testament, Psalms, and New Testament are read) 
 
 
 



 

The First Lesson       
 
 

Reader: A reading from ______: 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

The Gradual Psalm  (on insert)   
                                                                   
 

The Second Lesson 
 

Reader: A reading from ________ 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sequence Hymn  (standing)     (found on insert) 
 
 
Spirit of the living God     (Not sung by congregation) 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.  

 Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.  
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.   

 (Sung twice)  
 
      

The Holy Gospel 
(The people remain standing. It is customary to make the sign of the cross on the forehead, lips, 
and heart during the Gospel announcement) 
 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to ______ 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
    (following the reading of the Gospel) 
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon    (seated)       (silence follows the sermon) 
 

After the sermon, all stand and say  
 



 

The Nicene Creed   (read in unison)                                   BCP 358  

 We believe in one God, the Father , the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from  Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with 
the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became in-
carnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was cru-
cified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heav-
en and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the  Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy      
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People  -    The Leader and People pray responsively 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, 
have mercy." 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for 
the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to con-



serve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in need of our prayers, especially, Irene, Tony, Tina, Susan, Greg, Tan-
ya, Madelyn, Nancy, Alyssa, Amanda and family, Mae’s family, Rob, Chris, 
Tim, Dan, Johnny, Tasha, Keith, Chandler, Larry, Jim, Denny, Vicky, Tristan, 
Rachel, Freddy, James and family, Tifani and Leland, Faye, Jerry, Jackie, Teresa, 
Shaun, Norene, Sandra, C.J., Andrea, Lonnie, Allen, Michelle, Sam, Frances, 
Bill, David, Jean, Zachary, Diane, Lauren, Barb, and Shary, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prison-
ers and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, es-
pecially for Mae, Mike, Owen, Joe, Bobbie, and Pat, that they may come into the   
fullness of life, united with God in the communion of the faithful, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
  
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without re-
proach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

We commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our 
armed forces at home and abroad.  Defend them by day with your heavenly 
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them a sense of your 
abiding presence wherever they may be, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our 
prayer. 
  
The Concluding Collect 
  
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
(Silence may be kept.) 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 



have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and 
we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:      And also with you.  
 
The Announcements 
 
The Offertory (said) 
 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

  
The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:       And also with you. 
Celebrant:    Lift up your hearts. 
People:       We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. In the fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down from 
heaven, lighting upon his disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; 
uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to 
your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gos-
pel to all nations.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 



Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to pro-
claim the glory of your Name: 
 
The Sanctus  (said) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.                         
        
 (The people stand, sit or kneel) 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a 
hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the 
cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the re-
membrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me."    
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 Christ has died.      Christ is risen.     Christ will come again. 
 
 
 
 
 



  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.   

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new  and unending life in him.  

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into 
the joy of your eternal kingdom.   

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  who tres-
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ev-
er. Amen. 

 
The Fraction (said) 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 
Therefore let us, Alleluia, let us keep the feast 

 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
The Communion of God’s People 
 
Please wear your mask throughout the service, except when receiving com-
munion.  The Priest will bring the communion to you, so please remain seat-
ed.  When exiting, please follow the arrows and the directions of the ushers 

to assist the flow of people in keeping safe distances from each other.   Fami-
lies and  other folks sharing their home space together may exit together. 

 



 
The Breaking of the Bread (Only the wafer is given) 
 
 The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  Facing the people, the Cele-
brant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for  you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiv-
ing. 
 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately  
deliver it to the people.    
 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. [Amen.] 
 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says  
 
 Let us pray.   Celebrant and People 
 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spir-
itual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are liv-
ing members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to 
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to 
you, and to the Holy Spirit,  be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Procession (Not sung by congregation) 
 
The Celebrant, dismisses them with these words.. 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

   



 
 
 
 

Grace’s Mission Statement 
 

 The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to glorify 
God through worship, fellowship and education,  
by reflecting Christ’s love through sharing, caring and 
serving our parish family and our community. 

 



23rd Sunday after Pentecost 2020 

Entrance Hymn      Rejoice! Rejoice, believers              H 68  
Words: Laurentius Laurenti (1660-1722); tr. Sarah B Findlater (1823-1907), alt.   Music: 
Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a. Thaomas er Gwasanaeth yr Egluys yng Nghymru, 1865     

Collect of the Day: O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might 
destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal 
life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when 
he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his 
eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Prophet Amos (5:18-24) 

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: Alas for you who desire the day of 
the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord?  It is darkness, not light; 
as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and 
rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the Lord 
darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?  I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer 
me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the 
offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from 
me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let 
justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.  The 
Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 70  (said in unison)  

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * O Lord, make haste to help me. 
 
Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; * let those 
who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
 
Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * because they 
are ashamed. 
 
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * let those who love your 
salvation say for ever, "Great is the Lord!" 
 



But as for me, I am poor and needy; * come to me speedily, O God. 
 
You are my helper and my deliverer; * O Lord, do not tarry. 
 
A Reading from First Thessalonians  (4:13-18) 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these 
words.     The Word of the Lord….Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn    Spirit of the Living God  (Not sung by congregation) 

LEVAS II #115 Words: Daniel Iverson (1890-1977), Music: Daniel Iverson 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:1-13)  
…People: Glory to you Lord Christ.    

Jesus said, "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of 
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, `Look! Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, `No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, `Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, `Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour."     The Gospel of the Lord…Praise to you, Lord Christ.  



Procession Hymn       Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates          H 436                               
Words: Georg Weissel (1590-1635); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)  Music: Truro, 
melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789; harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt.                                    

Announcements:    Today’s Rector’s Discretionary Fund collection – Vestry 
nominations accepted throughout today, forms in parish hall, Annual Meeting on 
December 6th -  Continuing: Outreach prep at 4:30 on Tuesdays - Salvation Army 
Food donations – Sacks for Saturday food donations     

Upcoming – Mark your calendars:   

Nov. 19th at 6PM Vestry Meeting 

 November 29th – First Sunday in Advent – Wednesday Evening Prayer 
beginning December 2nd at 6PM on Zoom 

Grace’s Mission Statement - The mission of Grace Episcopal Church is to glorify God 
through worship, fellowship and education, by reflecting Christ’s love through sharing, 
caring and serving our parish family and our community. 
 

 

 

  
  
 


